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IRANITAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

October 2007

National Board of Directors
Dear IABA Member: Robert Babayi

. .. . . Niki Z. Moote
We are proud to present this edition of the Iranian-American Bar

Association (“IABA”) Newsl etter whafgsay pew)y

format to correspond with the launch of our new IABA website. As Amie J. Ahanchian
you will read more below, we invite you to visit us on-line at Hessam Kalantar
www.iaba.us. Mani Sheik
. .. . Nili Moghaddam
In this edition of the TABA Newsletter, we provide an update on ..
Shirin Zandpour

TABA news from September 2007 to the present, including:
I National IABA Happenings,

1 Chapter Events, and IABA Advisory Board

1  Membership News. Babak Ho-ghooghl.
Cyrus Amir-Mokri
We also announce that THE TABA REVIEW is seeking submissions of Jamie Abadian
notes or articles of interest to the Iranian-American legal community. Nader Ahari
I'f you would Ilike to submit a RiehleGarhfnPr t
please email it to aahanchian@kpmg.com before November 15, 2007. Tamilla Ghodsi
Finally, as you are perusing this newsletter or visiting our new IABA Houri Khalilian
website, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the TABA Ali M. M. Mojdehi
Board of Directors with any comments, questions or suggestions. We John Radsan
welcome all of your input! Please also contact me at the above email Hamid Rafatjoo
address if you have any news that you would like to share with your Sotoush Richard Shehabi

fellow IABA members in an upcoming newsletter. Hon. Ashley Afsanch Tabaddor
As always, we thank you for your interest in and support of the TABA! Farzad Tabatabai
Best regards,

Amie Jasmine Ahanchian
Chair, Publications Committee
TABA Board of Directors

The IABA is pleased to announce the launch of our newly designed website! We invite each of you to visit

us at the same web address, http://www.iaba.us.

As you wil/ note, the | ABA has redesigned
mind. Please visit us on-line to learn about the history and mission of the IABA, our current leadership,
previous publications, and upcoming events. You are welcome to use the website to get involved with your
local IABA chapter or to start a new regional chapter!

In addition to providing our members with information on the IABA, our sincere objective in revamping
the website was to create a repository of information for the Iranian American legal community. As such,
please use the website to find an Iranian American lawyer in your city or practice area. You may also use
the website to identify and reach out to a mentor to either guide you through your study of law as well as
through your legal career.

These ideas are just a few of the many ways

made it for you, so please stop by often to stay in touch with your colleagues and friends in the IABA as
well as to stay apprised of ongoing events, programs and services offered to our members.

he

he
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From left to right: TABA Law Students Mona
Hassani, Kayvon Iradjpanah Nema
Milaninia, and Matthew Shafae

From left to right: Sean Donrad
Alex Javaherj with Judge Susan I.
Etezadi at the IABA Northern
California

The Honorable Susan Irene
Etezadi, the first Iranian-
Ametrican to win an election to
the San Mateo County Superior
Court, began her tenure as a

Me mber’

IRANIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
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The IABA sincerely thanks
everyone who sent us an
application
Third Annual Student
Scholarship. The TABA
Scholarship Committee is
happy to inform you all that
we received applications
from a very impressive
group of candidates, each
demonstrating a high level of
achievement as well as a
strong commitment to the
Iranian-American
community. Our genuine
thanks again to each
scholarship applicant for
your time- we commend you
on your achievements to
date and wish you much
continued success in the
future.

Now that the application
review and selection process
is complete, the IABA is
very proud to announce that
the two winners of the Third
Annual Scholarship are: Tala
Rezaiand Maryam
Moravvej Farshi A brief
background of each
scholarship winner is
provided below.

Tala Rezal: A law student
o ﬁltIE?’lOtb prﬁvlqrgity, Ms.
Rezai has a strong interest in
working in the field of
international human rights
law. In fact, Ms. Rezai has

Superior Court Judge on
January 8, 2007. Judge Etezadi
will serve for six years and is
currently assigned to the
Northern Branch Court in
South San Francisco.

Judge Etezadi earned her Juris
Doctorate degree from the
University of San Diego School
of Law in 1983. Prior to
clection to her new position,
Judge Etezadi served as a
Deputy District Attorney for
the San Mateo District

already taken significant
steps toward that goal

f ehioughthdt €ork bt ABIAY S

Human Rights
Documentation Center. In
working at the
documentation center, Ms.
Rezai assisted human rights
attorneys by documenting
and investigating alleged
abuses of human rights in
Iran and raising international
awareness of these
occutrences in order to
promote peace, security and
transparency for human
rights.

Prior to studying law at
Emory, Ms. Rezai attended
UCLA where she earned a
B.A. in Political Science and
International Development.
Congratulations Ms. Rezail

Moravve]j Farshi An LLM
student at the University of
Baltimore, Ms. Farshi
completed her LLB at the
School of Law and Political
Science at the University of
Tehran in 2006. During her
studies at the University of
Tehran, Ms. Farshi
conducted research in the
area of international business
law among other areas;
performed volunteer legal
and teaching work in the
community; and contributed
to the development of

Attorney’ s
During her career, Judge
Etezadi prosecuted 71 jury
trials and conducted thousands
of hearings as well as court
trials. In fact, Judge Etezadi
prosecuted more homicide
cases than any other woman in
the District Attorney's Office.
Furthermore, she prosecuted
the first and only death penalty
case in San Mateo County that
involved a female defendant.
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educational software in a job
in which she also learned
about copyright laws for
computer software.

Prior to entering the
University of Tehran, Ms.
Farshi demonstrated
academic excellence with her
outstanding performance
(434 overall; 11t in economy
and business division) on the
Nationwide University
Entrance Exam and by
winning a Silver Medal in the
14t National Olympiad in
Persian Literature.

As for the future, Ms. Farshi
endeavors to apply her
experiences in and out of the
classroom toward become an
international business lawyer
and professor.

Congratulations Ms. Farshil

4 VJF, *¥W [\

Of f st ehildfjudge Etc2adilivgde ar s .

in Iran with her Iranian father
and her Irish mother and was
raised Catholic. In 1993, Judge
Etezadi represented her family
in a lawsuit against the Islamic
Republic of Iran at the Iran-
United States Claims Tribunal
in the Hague, Netherlands,
after the government seized all
of her family possessions
during the 1979 revolution.
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Los Angeles Chapter Directors

Chapter VicePresident
Mortteza Mostafavi

On October 13, 20Q7he IABA Los Angeles Chapter hosted a Sunday Mixer By the Pro Bono Director
Beachat the Veranda of the Hotel Casa Del Mar. The oceanfront bar provided a relaxing Sanam Zahedi

setting for the meet and greet with colleagues and the attendees were able to learn about Government Outreach CeDirectors
IABA's upcoming events! Navid Soleymani & Morteza Mostafavi
TABA Los Angeles Chapter is looking for volunteers to help organize the following Fundraising Co-Directors
projects: (1) organize MCLE lectures; (2) register the IABA as an affiliated bar Hossein Berenji & Maryam
association with the Los Angeles County Bar Association; (3) serve as liason Tashroudian

with local voluntary bar associations; and (4) plan a book reading with members of the Publications Director
Iranian American community. For mote information on these projects, please contact Hon. Ashley Tabaddor

Ashley or Anahita at ashlevtabaddor@gmail.com or anahitaferasat@gmail.com,

Member Services Directors
Shirin Zandpour

Membership Director
Anabhita Ferasat

(o'l

The New York Chapter will be hosting a happy hour on Thursday, October 25th at

LA Chapter Vice-President, Morteza the Library Bar in the Hudson Hotel, 356 West 58th Street, New York, New York
Mostafavi (middle), along with IABA

members

10019. The happy hour will begin at 7:30 pm. All IABA current and prospective
members, together with their guests, are invited. We look forward to seeing you
there.

New York City Chapter Directors
Chapter VicePresident
Elnaz Seyedian

Pro Bono Director
Amir Ghavi

Government Outreach Director
Nili Moghaddam

Fundraising Director
Azish Filabi

NYC Chapter Vice-President, Elnaz Seyedian(left),
along with Azish Filabi and Sheedeh Moayeri


mailto:ashleytabaddor@gmail.com
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From left to right: TABA Director Niki
Moore with Banafsheh Akhlaghiand Sean
Donrad at the Members Only Dinner

Northern California Chapter Directors

Chapter VicePresident
Nema Milaninia
Pro Bono Director

Farschad Farzan

Community Affairs Director
Sean Dontad

Membership Director

Samira Nikaein

Mentorship Director
Azadeh Vahidi

Northern California membership
director, Samira Nikaein (right) with
members at a IABA Happy Hour

sVA g

On October 5, 200,/the
TABA Northern California
Chapter hosted a Dinner at
Faz Restaurantfor
members of the IABA
Northern California Chapter.
The TABA Chapter was
pleased to invite two special
guests to our inaugural
membership dinner- (1)
TABA member Hon. Susan
Etezadi, San Mateo County
Superior Court Judge and (2)
Banafsheh Akhlaghj
President of the National
Legal Sanctuary for
Community Advancement.
Thanks to you both for
joining us!

On October 11, 20Qthe
TABA Northern California
Chapter presented a Panel
Discussion on Sexual
Harassment and Domestic
Violence in the Iranian
Diaspora. Held at the
University of California at
Berkeley, the event was co-
hosted by the LEONA

IRANIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

Foundation, Inc. as well as
the Berkeley Iranian Student
Alliance in America.

The panel featured Elahe
Amani, Chair of the
Coalition of Women from
Asia and the Middle East;
Shahin Germani professor
of social studies at San Jose
State University and
participant at the Beijing
Conference on Women in
1995; Don Laffoon, co-
founder and executive
director of STOP-GAP; and
Robert Farzad president
and managing partner of
Farzad & Mazarei and
member of the
KEYHOLDERS, a group of
100 Iranian men against
domestic violence. We thank
all current and prospective
TABA members for
participating in this event!

On October 20, 2007, the
TABA Northern California
Chapter held another Senior

On September 12, 200TABA Washington, DC is

hosted a

“ BGhapler Happy Hbarkko o | |
the Urbana Bar at Hotel Palomar.

We welcome all

law students and prospective IABA members to

attend!

The D.C. Chapter of IABA is hosting an Open

House Reception

and 2008 Congressional

Legislative Update at the office of Venable LLP,
located at 575 7th Street, NW. The event will be held

in early December.

The IABA DC Chapter is hosting a Chapter Happy
Hour on Thursday, November 8th at 6:30 p.m. at

the Hotel Palomar

Urbana Bar

http://

www.hotelpalomar-dc.com/. We look forward to

seeing everyone there!
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Citizens Daybetween 4:00
p.m. and 6:00 p.m. at the
Islamic Cultural Center of
Northern California
(“IrccNCc”) .
1433 Madison Street,
Oakland, CA 94612, please
see http://www.iccnc.org
for ICCNC information or
directions to the center.

TIABA Northern California
along with the Persian
Students Association at
Stanford Universityis in
the process of putting
together a joint organizing
panel. The panel will work
on putting together a
Human Rights
Conference at Stanford
University which focuses on
Iran.

The event is tentatively
scheduled to take place in
March. If you are interested
in assisting the joint panel or
being on it, please contact
Nema Milaninia.

Washington D.C. Directors
Chapter VicePresident:
Amie Ahanchian

Public Relations Director
Meenoo Chahbazi

Mentorship Director
Mercedes Salem

Membership Director
Amir Rohani

Publications Director
Farhad Alavi

Ad-Hoc Member:

Maryam Azation

Locat ed
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The IABA would like to share the following noteworthy items- we commend our IABA members for these achievements!

1 IABA Director Anahita Ferasaiserved as the Co-Editor of and contributing author to the ABA's Section of International Ltiddle East
Committee's Yr&eview of 2006he annual article highlights legal developments in neatly every Middle Eastern country. The article may be
found at: http://www.abanet.org/dch/committee.cfm?com=1C850000 under 'Newsletter and Publications'. The Middle East Committee also just

started a regular newsletter on topics of the day. If you are interested in submitting an article to be published, please contact

aferasat@boldlaw.com.

1 Mr. Nader Mousavi, an IABA member and one of the first members to join the Northern California Chapter, has been selected as a recipient of
Silicon Valley/San Jose Business Journal's annual "40 Under 40" award, which highlights 40 emerging business leaders in the Silicon Valley region
who are 40 years of age and younger. Nader is a founding member of the WilmerHale's Palo Alto office, which opened in 2005. The award
recognizes Nadet's recent representation of Q-Cells AG in its strategic alliance with Solaria Corp., as well as his admirable service to the
community and his dedication to pro bono work. Nader is a member of the California Council of Champions for Citizen Schools, a national non-
profit organization dedicated to providing after-school education for middle-school children, and since 2001, he has regularly volunteered as a
Citizen Teacher in Citizen Schools' mock trial program.

TABA is a volunteer organization whose success depends on the enthusiasm and dedication of its
members. TABA is currently seeking help in a number of the following of programs:

9 The Editorial Board of the IABA Review is seeking legal articles or notes to potentially be published
in the next edition of the IABA Review. If you are interested in submitting a legal note or article for
consideration, please send it to Amie Ahanchian at aahanchian(@kpmg.com before November 15,

2007. Alternatively, i f you would Iike

9 The IABA is currently soliciting papers and essays that address issues of legal or social import to

Iranian Americans. Submissions may address legal developments or issues that are also of general
IABA Los Angeles Chapter members with interest, provided that such developments or issues are also of relevant to the Iranian American
TABA Secretary, Sheri Guerami(middle), at community. Selected submissions will be published in upcoming newsletters or reviews, in one or
Hotel Casa Del Mar's Veranda Bar multiple parts, and IABA will provide assistance and resources to the authors in connection with
publication of the article in more widely circulated journals, periodicals or trade publications, and
will cover the costs associated with publication or other dissemination of the work. For more
information contact Amie Ahanchian at aahanchian@kpmo.com.

T IABA has empanelled a committee to consider and investigate the need for, and viability of, an
Iranian American anti-defamation resource to be administered under the auspices of IABA or as a
separate, affiliated, organization. To get involved with this initiative, or to learn more, contact us.

| ABA wel comes the following new members, who recentdthBopdof ned
Directors if we can assist you as a member of the IABA.

Pouya BavafgNew York, NY Benham Gharagozlj Canyon County, CA
Masoud Naseri Concord NH Joseph NazariapSt. Paul, MN
Stephanie Brooks Chico, CA Ramin Mozaffar, San Mateo, CA

Shawn Hamidinia, Davis, CA Aly Ebrahimzadeh San Ramon, CA
Shahpour Matloop Betkeley, CA Sherin RashediSan Jose, CA

Kayvan Iradjipanah San Francisco, CA

ou

r
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IRANIAN AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

The IABA is a non-religious, independent organization and is organized, for charitable and educational purposes, including
the social, economic, professional and educational advancement of the Iranian-American community. If you would like to
join, please complete the following section and send it with a check (for the cost of membership- see below) to:

The Iranian-American Bar Association, 1025 Connecticut Ave. N.W. Suite 1012, Washington, D.C. 20036

have you any questions, please feel free to email us at iaba@jiaba.us.

Thank you for your time and attention. The IABA appreciates the support of all its members!

First Name: Last Name:

Primary Address:

Main Contact Phone:

Main Contact Email:

Employer Name and Position:

Law School Attending / Attended:

Law School Graduation Date:

Bar Admissions and Dates:

TABA Membership Type (see below):

You may join IABA as one of the below types of mempkase visitvww.iaba.usfor more info.

Please send a check in the appropriate membership amount when joining IABA.

Membership Type Yearly Cost Renewal Cost

Attorney Private Sector - 2 yrs.+ _

- . $125 $125
Experience
Attorney Private Sector - less then 2 yts.

. . . $60 $60

Experience
Attorney Public Sector - 2 yrs.+ Experience $60 $60
Attorney Public Sector - less then 2 yrs.

L . $30 $30
Experience
Law Student Membership $20 $20
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